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20,000. The total for the two armies was thus 45,000 men, of whom more than half died. Augereau's corps was almost entirely destroyed, since of 15,000 combatants present under arms when the action began, there remained in the evening only 3,000, commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Massy, the marshal, all the generals, and all the colonels having being killed or wounded.
It is difficult to understand why Bennigsen, knowing that Davout and Ney had not yet come up, did not profit by their absence to attack the town of Eylau at daybreak with his powerful centre, instead of wasting precious time in a cannonade. For his superior force would certainly have made him master of the town before Davout could come up, and then the Emperor would have been sorry that he advanced so far, instead of entrenching himself on the plateau of Ziegelhof, and there awaiting his wings as he had originally intended. The day after the battle he gave orders for a pursuit as far as the gates of Konigsberg, but as the town was fortified it was not thought prudent to attack it with weakened forces, the more so that almost all the Russian army was in and about the place.
Napoleon passed several days at Eylau to restore the wounded and reorganise the armies. Augereau's corps having been almost destroyed, what was left of it was distributed among the other corps, and the marshal obtained leave to return to France to get cured of his wound. The Emperor, seeing that the main Russian army was at a distance,1 cantoned his troops in the towns and villages on the east side of the Lower Vistula. The only thing that happened during the rest of the winter was the capture of Dantzig by the French.2 Hostilities in the open did not recommence till the month of June, as we shall see in due course.
1  The retreat of the enemy hardly appears an adequate reason for his own retreat to a point some hundred miles in rt?ar of the field of ba,ttle.  As a matter of fact, Napoleon was worse beaten at Eylau than it suited him to admit; and, but for the abominable state of the enemy's commissariat (that everlasting curse of Eussian armies) and the slackness of the English, Government, the retreat from Moscow might have been anticipated.
2  In the following May.   ' Winter,' of course, is used technically.
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